
Decoding George S. Clason's 1926 classic for a 
new generation of wealth builders. 
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From the clay tablets of Babylon to the digital wallets of Bengaluru. 
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The Fundamental Shift: Pay Yourself First 
Babylonian Principle: "A part of all you earn is yours to keep." 
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Yours to Keep 
(Savings/Investment): fS,000 

The Mindset Shift: 
Old Way: Income - Expenses = Savings 

(Leftover scraps) 
New Way: Income - Savings = Expenses 

(Priority) 
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Living Expenses: f45,000 
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Control Thy Expenditures: The Battle Against Lifestyle Inflation 

Necessity vs. Desire 
Necessity- 'Roti, Kapda, Makaan' 

• Essential for survival and dignicy. 

Necessity vs. Desire 
Desire - 'Lifestyle Inflation' 

• Unchecked wants that grow with income. 
• Food, Rent, Basic Clothing, Utilities. • Impulse UPI spending, Status upgrades, Latest gadgets. 

What each of us calls om· necessary expenses will always g1·ow to equal our 
incomes unless we protest to the contrary. 
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Make Thy Gold Multiply: Transitioning from Saving to Investing 

• 

Principal 
(Savings) 

Time-Traveler's Mirror" duality of Ancient Babylon and Modern India 

Interest/Returns Compounding 

• • 

r . 

"Gold in a purse is dead; 
Gold invested is alive and working." 

The Enemy: Inflation (5-7%) 
Cash in a savings account 
loses purchasing power over 
time. 

~ 

The Modern Solution:· ,. J] 
• Systematic Investment ! 

Plans (SIPs) 
• Mutual Funds (Equity & 

Debt) 
• Goal: Beat Inflation & 

create a second 
income stream. 
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Guard Thy Treasures: The Importance of Wise Counsel 

1.,he Brickmake1· (The Old Way) 

The Parable: Arkad lost his savings by trusting a 
brickmaker to buy jewels in Phoenicia. 

Lesson: Do not ask a brickmaker about jewels. 
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Modern Translation: Professional Guidance 
• The Mistake: Taking stock tips from social media, 

friends, or unverified sources. 
• The Solution: Consult SEBl-registered 

professionals (RIAs or MFDs). 
• Rule: Return OF capital is more important than 

Return ON capital. 
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Make Thy Dwelling a Profitable Investment 
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India 
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Principle 
thy own roof. 

e ownership in 
reduces long­
cost of living. 

• 
• Free s up earnings 
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for i nvestment in 
years. later 
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Emotional Security 
+ Asset Base 

· --

0
' ' The Caveat 
I , • Buy wisely, not 

impulsively. 

• Ensure the EMI fits 
within your 90% 
budget . 

• Do not sacrifice 
J O liquidity for a 

massive down 
payment. 
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Insure a Future Income: 
Building the Walls of Babylon 

e Term Life Insurance (Income Replacement in case of unexpected demise) 

+ Comprehensive Health Insurance (Asset Protection against medical inflation) 

(E'~ Emergency Fund (Liquid defense against job loss) 
- -

Babylon endured for centuries because its walls were fully protected. 
We cannot afford to be without adequate protection. 
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Increase Thy Ability to Earn: Human Capital 

• "The more of wisdom 
we know, the more we 
may earn." 

• In a developing economy 
like India, your skills are 
your highest yielding 
asset. 

Human Capital Value 

Actionable Steps 
• Upskilling & 

Certifications. 

• Continuous Learning. 

• Networking. 

4 ~--~ "Preceding accomplishment must be desire." 0
~ s.j 
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The Camel Trader: Escaping the Debt Trap 
Managing the 40% Household Debt Challenge 

The 70-20-10 Rule 

Savings 
(Pay Yourself First) 

Debt Repayment 
(Snowball Method) 

Living Expenses 
(Live within means) 
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The Luckiest Man in Babylon: Luck vs. Preparation /, 

l>k~l>AkATI~N + OPPt RTUNITY == LUCK 

T 
The Cost of Procrastination 

() 

Scenario B: Start at Age 35 (Small Corpus) 

z:: () 

Large Corpus 

Small Corpus 

Scenario A: Start at Age 25 (Large Corpus) Scenario B: Start at Age 35 (Small Corpus) 

• The Myth: Luck is random chance or a lottery win. 
• The Reality: Opportunity waits for no one. 
• Modern Insight: Time in the market > Timing the market. 
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; The Five Laws of Gold: The Constitution of Wealth -
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The Great Transition: Physical vs. Financial Assets -~ 
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The Old Way - Hoa1·ding 

'Jewelry' 'Land' 

• Physical Gold & Real Estate 
• Fixed Deposit s 
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'Passbook' 

• Issue: Illiquid, often loses real value to 
inflation. 

The Mode1·n Way - Investing 

• Diversified Equity 
• Debt Funds & Liquid Assets 
• Benefit: Dividends, Capital 

Appreciation, Liquidity. 



Your Financial Blueprint: 
The Path to Atlllanirbhar Atmanirbhar 
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•►n ••·r -rr Wisdom is Potential; Action is Power. -rr r-r :::::rr • 
--o "Your financial fortress is built one brick at a time." o--

Start your 10% saving habit today. 

Disclaimer: This presentation is for educational and awareness purposes only. It does not constitute financial advice or investment recommendations. 
Readers are advised to consult a SEBl-registered financial advisor. Past performance is not indicative of future results. Isl\ NotebookLM 
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